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Long 1º 9255 Wand its scope

is the
boundless ocean
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Spreading the word

Sailing

What is Albaola?
Albaola is a non-profit society

which works in the fields of
maritime culture and heritage.

What is our aim?
To develop maritime culture through
research into, recovery of and
promotion of maritime heritage,
tangible and intangible.

We work in four areas:

How?
By taking the theoretical knowledge of Basque maritime technology,

giving it physical form and putting it into practice, and by
involving the general public in activities

of heritage interest.

Albaola Basque Maritime Heritage Society albaola@albaola.com  •  www.albaola.com

Where are we?
Ondartxo

Centre of Maritime Culture

P. O. Box 38
20110 Pasaia

Spain

Tel.: (0034) 943 39 24 26



Research

Albaola directs its work towards experimental archaeology.
Through this discipline we can come to an approximate understanding

of forgotten technologies. The practical application
of academic conclusions completes the knowledge

of the maritime technology of the past.
For this, Albaola counts on a

commitee of experts
in different areas of

maritime culture.

   Cooperation
Cooperation with other bodies
and projects is one of the
characteristics of our way of
working. We try to build bridges
in the fields of research,
boatbuilding, sailing and
communication. We work with
institutions and experts from
all over the world and take
part jointly with them
in different projects, which allows us to learn
from other experiences and also make our
maritime identity known to the
outer world.

                                                                                 Boat building

Our boat building process is very complete: it starts in the forest and finishes in the sea.
One of the main aims of Albaola is to recover the craft of traditional boat building

and the vessels of the past. After the appropriate research, the boatbuilders of Albaola
employ the original working techniques, materials and designs

in the construction of the boats. Thus, the very
building process becomes a way

of recovering and learning
previously lost wisdom

and technology.

Human Values
Both traditional boatbuilding and sailing and all our maritime

activities provide opportunities for the promoting of human values:
equality, teamwork, intercultural exchange...

Environment

Our working methods,
raw materials, boats and sailing techniques lead us
to respect the environment. Many of our activities take place in natural environments:
the sea and the rivers where we sail and the forests where we obtain wood to build boats.
This close contact leads to the desire to conserve and protect nature.

                            Education
Our maritime technology has evolved

over many centuries, answering
the challenges our people

have faced. It’s fundamental
to preserve this collective

knowledge, specific to
our culture. With this aim,

we introduce and teach
boatbuilding and sailing

to maritime culture
enthusiasts.

In all our areas of work, we apply four main principles:
environment, education, human values and cooperation.

   Spreading the word

In Albaola, we make public all the work we do in the field of maritime culture
and all its values to as many people as possible. For this we make use of a great variety
of formats and means of communication: exhibitions, expeditions, publications,
audiovisuals, traditional boat gatherings,
conferences...
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Sailing

Together with the recovery of traditional boats of heritage value, it’s fundamental
to return the boat to its natural environment; that is, the sea.
Thus the recovery of maritime heritage has two facets: tangible –the boat–
and the intangible –the original sailing technique–.
We sail in boats of different periods by oar and under sail; this allows us
to discover and recover the sailing techniques of each boat. We call
this approach archaeo-navigation.
We also sail in other ways: expeditions, educational
sailings for schools, traditional boat
gatherings...




